ANNOUNCEMENT
 AFTER THE PRESS CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION ON 21 October 2007 AT 10.10 a.m. at the NEC’s HEADQUARTERS.

On 21 October, at 10.10 a.m., at the NEC’s headquarters, the first press conference on the day of the Elections to the Sejm and Senate of the Republic of Poland was organised.

The following NEC Members participated in the conference:
NEC’s Member










Judge Stanisław Zabłocki,

and
Head of the National Electoral Bureau 
Minister Kazimierz Wojciech Czaplicki.

Judge Stanisław Zabłocki, who chaired the conference, started with welcoming the representative of OSCE, Mr. Roman Maleev and the Chairman of the Central Electoral Commission of the Russian Federation, Mr. Vladimir Czurov.
Judge Zabłocki informed the press that in two local electoral commissions, i.e. in Płock and in Piła the elections started with a delay. In Piła, where the official stamp of the Commission was damaged, the vote started 15 minutes later while in Płock, where the lock to the safe with the Commission’s documents was blocked, the polling station was open 20 minutes later. Hence, the vote in these local electoral commissions was extended, i.e. in Piła by 15 minutes while in Płock by 20 minutes. In view of which, pursuant to Art. 86 of the Elections Act, the election silence has been extended in Poland until the conclusion of the vote, i.e. as at the present moment, the elections have been extended until 8.20. p.m. 
Judge Zabłocki has also informed the journalists the vote in one of the polling stations in Poland has been concluded, namely in the Branch of the Barczewo Detention Centre in Karkuty, community Jeziorany. All of the 61 detainees had cast their votes by 8.00 a.m.
The representative of NEC expressed an opinion that the vote as at 10.15 a.m. has continued peacefully. Only minor incidents of breach of the election silence or removal of the election posters and announcements were reported. The same situation had been reported, about the vote outside Poland, which in a number of places, due to the time differences started earlier than in our country. In one of the polling stations in Chicago, by 10.10 a.m. Polish time, 93% of the eligible voters had cast their votes. On average, by 10.15 a.m. 57.6% of the registered eligible voters had cast their votes at the foreign polling stations. 
According to the General Police Headquarters, from 00.00 a.m. on 20 October 2007 to 6.00 a.m. on 21 October 2007, 71 incidents of breaching the election silence were noted majority of which, i.e. 55, were related to the removal of the election posters and announcements.
The next conference will be held at the NEC’s headquarters at 12.10 p.m. at which time the information on the turnout as at 10.30 will be provided.
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